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Neighbourhood Houses

The heart of our community




DGR FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSES

Please Help Us to Help You

The Australian Neighbourhood Houses & Centres Association (ANHCA) is engaged in a campaign to make it easier for neighbourhood houses, community centres, learning centres and other bodies engaged in preventing disadvantage in the community to qualify for deductible gift recipient status (DGR) under the Taxation Act.  This will enable this sector to attract funding support from philanthropic organisations, many of which will only support organisations which have DGR status and are thus able to receive tax deductible gifts.
In the run up to the federal election we are asking peak organisations and neighbourhood houses and other centres themselves to write letters to local federal Members of Parliament, Senators and new candidates for office, drawing attention to the fact that it is unfair that neighbourhood houses and other centres find it so difficult to gain DGR status because of an outmoded definition of ‘charity’.
Who should I write to?

· Your local Federal Member 
· Opposing candidates in the coming election  

· Senators standing for election  
You may want to join with other neighbourhood houses/centres within the same electorate to write joint letters.

Sitting Members and Senators can be found on the parliamentary website at 
www.aph.gov.au  (click on ‘House of Representatives’ on left hand side of box, then ‘Members’ in left hand side column, then ‘State List’ under Member’s Home Pages).

Should you have any difficulty in identifying people, please call on of the contacts below.

If you are in a marginal seat, your peak body will supply you with the names of the politician that we wish you to target and (in most cases) the name of the proposed candidate/s for your electorate.   

What should I Say? 

We are asking you and/or your committee of management to write simple letters, without going into the complexities of the issue.  Below are some dot points to give you some guidance.  We have consciously not provided draft letters since we want letters to have a natural and local feel.  Keep your letter short and punchy, but pleasant. 
Write the letter in your own words, firstly providing some information on your centre and the ways in which it addresses the needs of the disadvantaged and then drawing from the following points:-
· unfair / unjust situation of centres such as ours being unable to qualify for DGR (less than 5% of neighbourhood houses/community centres have DGR endorsement);
· this is the result of an outmoded/old-fashioned/archaic definition of charity;
· this definition does not recognise prevention as a means of addressing disadvantage (only a direct welfare approach);
· DGR would give us access to philanthropic and corporate funding and support which would take the pressure off government funding; 
· this additional funding and support would enable the sector to be more sustainable and better meet the demands placed upon it.
When Should I Send the Letters?

We are asking you to send letters as soon as possible but no later than the end of July 2010.   We are also asking you to report back to us on whom you have sent letters to and if you have had any responses.  A feedback form is attached for this purpose.
Should I organise a meeting?
Meeting with your local federal politician is a good way of raising their awareness about what you do in their local community.  Having the right information about DGR is important, however.  Should any of the Members/Senators/candidates wish to meet with you, please make contact with one of the people listed below so that we can provide someone with a detailed knowledge of the issues to join you or so that we can provide more detailed briefs.  

Contacts

Your state peak body representative  OR

Kaz Mackay  (DGR Research & Advocacy Project)


Association of Neighbourhood Houses & Learning Centres (Vic)


Phone: 0419 377 909  or  (03) 9654 1104 

Email:  kazmackay@yahoo.com.au




OR

Michael Beahan (Chairperson of DGR Research & Advocacy Project)

Phone: 0409 152 355  or  email: michaelbeahan@bigpond.com
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